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TO ALL AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS PRIORITY 
USMISSION NATO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 067228 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, GC 

SUBJECT: ZAIRE SITREP 

1 . FOLLOWING IS FOR GENERAL BACKGROUND AND USE AS 
APPROPRIATE IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST GOVERNMENTS. 

2. THERE IS NO REPORTED CHANGE IN THE RESPECTIVE POSI- 
TIONS OF HOSTILE OR ZAIRIAN FORCES TODAY. ACCORDING TO 
ONE REPORT, THE KATANGAN GENDARMES HAVE SET UP AN 
"ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE" IN THE "LIBERATED TERRITORY". 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. BELGIAN ASSISTANCE: AN AIR FORCE DC- 10 WITH TWENTY 
TONS OF ARMS, MUNITIONS, AND MATERIEL DEPARTED BRUSSELS 
EARLY MARCH 24 FOR KINSHASA. 

4. USG ACTIONS: TODAY, WE INSTRUCTED OUR AMBASSADOR TO 
INFORM PRESIDENT MOBUTU OF OUR CURRENT VIEW OF THE SITUA- 
TION, SPECIFICALLY THAT THE NIGERIAN DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE 
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IS THE MOST PROMISING TACK. 

5. AFRICAN REACTION: WE ARE BEGINNING TO SEE AFRICAN 
GOVERNMENT REACTION SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH OCCURRED 
DURING THE ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR WITH MORE CONSERVATIVE 
STATES EXPRESSING VERBAL SUPPORT FOR ZAIRE AND SEVERAL 
GOVERNMENTS PRIVATELY INDICATING TO US THEIR CONCERN 
THAT THE USG MUST "DO SOMETHING" TO BLOCK THE SOVIET- 
BACKED DRIVE IN AFRICA. 

6. AMERICAN CITIZENS: THE AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN 
KAPANGA MADE RADIO CONTACT YESTERDAY AND REPORTED THEY 
ARE WELL. 
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1 . FOLLOWING IS FOR GENERAL BACKGROUND AND USE AS 
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APPROPRIATE IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST GOVERNMENTS. 

2. THERE IS NO REPORTED CHANGE IN THE RESPECTIVE POSITIONS 

OF HOSTILE OR ZAIRIAN FORCES TODAY. ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT. 

THE KATANGAN GENDARMES HAVE SET UP AN "ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE" 
IN THE "LIBERATED TERRITORY". 

3. BELGIAN ASSISTANCE: AN AIR FORCE DC- 10 WITH TWENTY TONS 
OF ARMS, MUNITIONS. AND MATERIEL DEPARTED BRUSSELS EARLY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MARCH 24 FOR KINSHASA. 

4. USG ACTIONS: TODAY, WE INSTRUCTED OUR AMBASSADOR TO 
INFORM PRESIDENT MOBUTU OF OUR CURRENT VIEW OF THE SITUA- 
TION, SPECIFICALLY THAT THE NIGERIAN DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE 
IS THE MOST PROMISING TACK. 

5. AFRICAN REACTION: SE ARE BEGINNING TO SEE AFRICAN 
GOVERNMENT REACTION SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH OCCURRED DURING 
THE ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR WITH MORE CONSERVATIVE STATES EXPRESSING 
VERBAL SUPPORT FOR ZAIRE AND SEVERAL GOVERNMENTS PRIVATELY 
INDICATING TO US THEIR CONCERN THAT THE USG MUST "DO SOMETHING" 

TO BLOCK THE SOVIET-BACKED DRIVE IN AFRICA. 

6. AMERICAN CITIZENS: THE AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN KAPANGA 
MADE RADIO CONTACT YESTERDAY AND REPORTED THEY ARE WELL. 

VANCE 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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